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INTBEBSTING LBTTBES OF GEOEGB MOEGAN AND 
AAEON BUEE. 

BY HON. 6. D. W. VROOM, TRENTON, NEW JERSEY. 

Anything pertaining to the celebrated Reed-Cadwalader 
controversy is of interest. The following letter closely con- 
nected therewith has never before been published. The late 
General "William S. Stryker, in his " Battles of Trenton and 
Princeton," refers to it for the purpose of fixing the time of 
General Cadwalader's reply to General Eeed as early in the 
year 1783, and also as evincing that General Oadwalader, 
after the publication of his reply to General Eeed, expected 
that Reed would challenge him. Colonel George Morgan 
evidently was in this matter acting as the friend of General 
Cadwalader and had in view a possible challenge ; yet, not- 
withstanding his adroitness, he failed to draw out General 
Reed. General Cadwalader forwarded this letter to his 
brother-in-law General Philemon Dickinson at Trenton, 
among whose papers it was found. 

Philada. 17th April 1783— Thursday. 
Sir 

Agreeable to your desire I called this morning on Genl. 
Reed at his house but he was engaged at the State House 
in a Cause at Law & I could not get to speak to him then ; 
but I took the opportunity of the Courts adjourning to dine 
& waited on him at his own House ; where as you desired I 
informed him that " you had last Friday sent him one of 
your Pamphlets & that you had since then waited in Town 
to give him an opportunity to call on you had he thought 
proper — that you were now anxious to return home to 
Maryland & intended to leave Town to-morrow morn'g at 
nine o'clock, of which you had requested me to inform 
him, lest it might be a disapointment to him — ^that at your 
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request I would convey to you Ms reply." — He desired to 
know whether this message imported anything more than 
mere matter of information — I reply'd that it was merely 
for his information & that he should not be disapointed if 
he inclined to call on you or had anything to say to you — 
that I would with pleasure convey to you such answer as 
he thought proper to give — He Reply'd that if it was mere 
matter of information it was very well, but if it had any 
other meaning he would be glad to know it — I again 
repeated what I before mentioned to him & he changed the 
conversation to another subject. 

I am, your &c. 

G-Eo: Morgan. 
To General Cadwaladbr. 

At the time this letter was written Colonel George Mor- 
gan resided in Philadelphia; he removed from there to 
Princeton soon afterwards, probably in 1784, as Hageman, 
in his " History of Princeton," says that his name appears 
in that year in a subscription to the church. He occupied 
the farm subsequently owned by Thomas Potter and now 
forming part of the University grounds. In 1804 he sold 
his Princeton farm and removed to "Western Pennsylvania, 
not far from Oanonsburg in Washington County. It was 
at the house of Colonel Morgan that Colonel Burr, in the 
summer of 1806, made what Parton terms a "fatal visit;" 
that Burr did at that time talk freely with both Colonel 
Morgan and his family and with that indiscretion which 
proved fatal to his schemes, whatever they may have been, 
must be admitted. After his departure. Colonel Morgan, 
thinking that there was danger in what he had heard from 
Burr, narrated the conversation to the judges of the court 
then sitting in the neighborhood, and these gentlemen 
wrote a joint letter to the President giving him the infor- 
mation and advising that Burr's future movements be 
watched. According to Parton, Jefferson expressly said 
that this letter gave him the first intimation of Burr's 
designs. 
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The following letter of Colonel Burr, written while con- 
fined at Richmond and during his trial, to Colonel Jonathan 
Ehea, a prominent lawyer and Federal politician of Tren- 
ton, New Jersey, is of great interest, and it will be noticed 
that he emphatically denies the truth of the statements 
made by Colonel Morgan : 

EiCHMOND, 25 July 1807. 
Dear Sik 

It is with the utmost reluctance that I take the liberty of 
troubling you on my personal concerns; but there being 
no one in your part of the State sufficiently well informed 
and mth whom I could use the freedom, I venture to ask 
your attention to the matters following. 

George Morgan late of Princeton; his sons John & 
Thomas, the latter a lad of 18 or 19 have been swearing 
before the grand-jury & will doubtless swear again before 
the Pettit Jury to conversations with me of an extraordi- 
nary nature ; such as never took place & by no probability 
could have taken place. I am told that the characters ot 
George & John, whilst inhabitants of your State, were 
rather light & to say the least, equivocal in point of credit. 
It is interesting to me to establish this fact — a gentleman at 
Princeton to whom I wrote on the subject, recommended 
to me to summon as witnesses from that place Daniel 
Agnew, John Hamilton and "Wm. Hight all of whom 
would testify to the bad character & credit of George & 
John ; but that they would come with reluctance & would 
not without further compensation than the pay allowed by 
Law. 

It is to be wished that some men of higher grade could 
be had to the same purpose ; but better any reputable man 
than none — ^what I would propose is that you should pro- 
cure the enclosed subpoenas to be served on such persons as 
you may know or suppose to be willing to depose to these 
things. — ^If A. Reckless should know their general char- 
acters, he would have no hesitation to declare boldly his 
belief and knowledge — I submit it wholly to your discre- 
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tion. If you should be averse to meddle with it, you have 
only to" throw the papers into the fire. 

The return of the subpoena or day of appearance may be 
altered so as to leave the witnesses a reasonable time. The 
expense will be repaid by the return of some of the gentle- 
men who will be here from N. York. 

"With great respect 

Yrs 
A Burr 

"What has become of my indictment in your State ? Mr. 
Reckless wrote me that it was disposed of; but I should be 
gratified to learn how & whether finally. 

It is singular that Burr should have sought to break 
down in this manner the testimony of Colonel Morgan, one 
with whom he had been associated during the Revolution, 
and one whose hospitality he had sought and shared, and 
who, as Parton admits, had "conceived for Burr a very 
warm friendship, which his misfortunes and ' persecution' 
had strengthened." It would seem as if he had doubted 
the possibility of contradicting the testimony of Morgan 
and his sons and was forced to resort to an attack upon 
their character and credit. Whether any eifort was made 
by Colonel Rhea to secure the presence of these witnesses 
at the trial for the purpose of testifying to the bad character 
and credit of Colonel Morgan- and his son John is not 
known, but I think it doubtful, as no farther trace of any 
letters upon this subject appears among his correspondence. 
In any event it was unnecessary, as Colonel Burr was ac- 
quitted on the case made by the government. It is highly 
improbable, however, that any reputable witness could have 
been secured in Princeton to testify against either Colonel 
Morgan or his son Colonel John Morgan. 

The query in the postscript to Colonel Burr's letter is 
interesting. He was then on trial at Richmond for high 
treason ; still, he was not unmindful of the indictment for 
murder which had been found against him in November, 
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1804, by the Grand Jury of Bergen County, New Jersey, 
for tlie killing of Colonel Hamilton, and he desired to know 
what had become of it; and, knowing that Colonel Rhea 
was Clerk of the Supreme Court of New Jersey, he added 
this inquiry to the letter. This indictment had not then 
been disposed of, and was, in fact, not quashed by the 
Supreme Court until the November Term, 1807, when it 
was done on motion of Colonel Aaron Ogden. 



